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What is Together Day?

Together Day is a national commemorative day designated to
create a society where everyone in Korea respects one another
and lives in harmony through diverse cultural exchanges.

Framework Act on Treatment of
Foreigners Residing in the Republic of Korea, Article 19
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Embarking on my journey in South Korea to pursue
research, from high school to becoming a university student
at KAIST, was possible with the support I received from
the South Korean Government and the school. Grateful for
this opportunity, I felt compelled to give back and express
my appreciation. This determination led me to join Silver
Lining in the fall semester of 2022, a newly established
international volunteering club dedicated to enriching
the lives of underprivileged communities in South Korea.
Collaborating with Daejeon childcare centers, this club's focus
extended beyond mere educational experiences to fostering
early exposure to cultural diversity among children. With a
commitment to serving society, I dedicated several hours each
week to volunteering at these centers.

As the calendar turned to 2023, I found myself entrusted
with the responsibility of leading Silver Lining. Building
upon the existing programs with Hanuri Child Center, Yeoldu
Gwangjuri Center, and Bupdong Teenage Center, I strived to
expand the impact further. Designing customized programs
for each center became a strategy to deepen our societal
reach. Introducing cultural education appeared as a promising
initiative to induce multiculturalism awareness at a young age.
After some discussion at Bupdong Teenage Center, appointed
Silver Lining members with unique cultural backgrounds
were able to incorporate short sharing sessions at the end of
each class. Students gained interest in knowing more through
first-hand experience learning about different countries.
This approach not only enriched the educational experience
but also bridged the gap for children in the community
who lacked access to formal language institutes due to

socioeconomic disparities.

The 17t Together Day

After gathering positive responses in the cultural education
program, the second half-year of 2023 was spent to expand
the program application. Applying the new program at
Sungwoo Orphanage (- E&¢) became the new project.
At the end of the first class, the students asked me and other
volunteers how often the class would be offered in a week. As
I answered once a week, with sorrowful faces they negotiated
to hold the class more often. This kind of encounter is what
drives me to serve more beyond the grateful heart.

Last but not least, building solidarity with multinational
students in Silver Lining was also one reason the club was
established. Expecting to see deeper bonds between local and
international students, small family groups and random lunch
groups were made. In that event, some students found new
best friends and partners in exchanging thoughts. These are
some small steps to realize the meaning of living concurrently
in a globalized environment.

In conclusion, my journey with Silver Lining has been
transformative, both personally and communally. What
began as a desire to express gratitude has developed into an
impactful platform for cultural exchange and community
enrichment. Reflecting on the small steps taken within Silver
Lining, I was reminded to not only bridge cultural divides
but also nurture meaningful connections beyond everything.
Looking ahead, I am filled with hope and optimism for the
continued growth of Silver Lining and the impact it will have
on the communities we serve. Together, we can continue to be
the silver lining in each other's lives, revealing the path toward

a brighter and more interconnected future.
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“Leading and Volunteering amidst Personal Struggles:
A Filipino scholar in KAIST impacts the international
community and the whole university with her

initiatives and valuable contributions.”

Having won the KAIST Global Leadership Award for the
Challenge Category in 2022 and the Creativity Category
in 2023, Ysa Margarita San Juan, is the epitome of a true
student leader and a passionate volunteer. KAIST gives this
award to students who in their spirit of volunteerism live up
to the university’s core values as they exhibit outstanding
creativity and embrace challenges. To be nominated and win
the awards is testament to Ysa’s traits of resiliency, dedication,
compassion and selflessness.

Ysa was accepted in KAIST in August 2020 at the start of
the COVID pandemic. Unable to leave her country because
of the pandemic restrictions, Ysa had to persevere the
difficulties and struggles of studying remotely. Her mental
and emotional well-being were constantly being challenged
by the unconducive and unhealthy conditions of her learning
environment. To overcome these adversities, Ysa transmuted
her negative situation with productive and relevant activities.
She joined KISA, the organization of international students in
KAIST as early as her first semester in the university and was
accepted to be a member of the Events Division. Besides her
other valuable contribution in the division, Ysa initiated the
planning of the activities of Aloha 2021, an online year-end
event for international students.

Along with her division, she was praised and recognized by

the International Scholars and Student Services (ISSS) of

The 17t Together Day

KAIST for its success. This impressed upon KISA’s officers
and members her good work ethic and leadership potential
which led to her appointment as the head of the division the

following semester even though she was still off campus.

She made it her goal to give the international students
multiple entertaining and informative online events to
destress them from their academic life amidst the pandemic
situation. The Department Days was one of these events
wherein speakers from the different academic departments
in KAIST helped freshmen students in their big decision in
choosing their course as a proper in person orientation cannot
be held. Online weekly game nights were also played for fun
and socialization.

Ysa continued to support her division as a member again on
her third term in KISA. This showed her trait of humility and
generosity as she did not mind mentoring a previous member
of her team even though she could have held a higher position
in the organization.

She also decided to do a double major in Civil and
Environmental Engineering and Industrial Design during this
term. Her undeniable value and qualities as a student leader
could not be contained though as she was nominated and
elected as KISA’s president the following semester. She was
still in her home country at that time but the international
community believed in her ability to overcome this bigger
challenge and responsibility.

A few months in her presidency, Ysa was finally given her
D2 visa and was able to physically spearhead numerous

events and activities in KAIST already. One of this is the
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2022 International Food Festival where 17 food booths gave
the whole KAIST community the chance to savor different
cuisines of the home countries of international students. Ysa
also aimed to connect more with the country representatives
of the university, improve the organization's communication
platform, and improve KISA’'s presence and interaction with
the Korean students. Her days were filled with numerous
meetings with her officers and members, with the ISSS,
the Undergraduate Students Association and the Graduate
Students Association. In addition to her KISA work, Ysa
also became a member of Silver Lining, an international
volunteering organization in KAIST where she actively
volunteered to teach English and Science to young Korean
students in local daycare centers. She was also part of the
events team to promote camaraderie among the members of

the organization.

In her second term of presidency, Ysa became active with
several organizations, events and work opportunities. She
was selected by the International Relations Team of KAIST to
become a host of their YouTube channel interviewing student
representatives from different country communities. The
channel discussed how the international communities help
their students adjust and cope with life in South Korea. Ysa
also helped revive KAIST ONE (KAIST Overseas Networking
Exchange) which gives the KAIST international student
communities the chance to introduce their home countries
through cultural presentations, performances and their local
food. She was also accepted as a freshman proctor for the

classes of Happy College Life and Exciting College Life where

The 17" Together Day

she helped these new students to adjust to their life at KAIST
and consoled them when they felt alone and overwhelmed
with their school tasks. Before ending her term as KISA’s
president, Ysa together with her fellow members met with
the president of KAIST to voice out the concerns of the
organization and the students of the international community.
This included the need to create more part-time job
opportunities for international students who were struggling
with their finances as their monthly living expense were not
enough for their daily expenses.

All of Ysa’s responsibilities and achievements were recognized
by KAIST which made the university confer to her the Global
Leadership Award for two consecutive years.

She received the awards for the Challenge Category in the first
year and the Creative Category in the second year. So one can
fully apprehend Ysa’s fine and admirable qualities and her
humanity as well, one has to know her home environment
and her high school life experiences to understand how she
developed her character traits, leadership abilities and spirit
of volunteerism. Growing up without a father who abandoned
their family, Ysa learned through her mother’s example the
value of hard work and had to be determined, self-reliant, and
level-headed. She became resolute in achieving her academic
dream of studying abroad with a scholarship to have better life
opportunities. Her high school life in the Philippines was all
about balancing her academics and extracurricular activities
that included becoming the education secretary then the
vice-president of the student government for two consecutive

years.
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She also immersed herself in volunteer work visiting
orphanages and a public hospital, and volunteered to plant
propagules to become mangrove trees to save a coastal
community from a possible storm surge. She signed up as well
to teach elementary public school students English and Math
during her weekends. She found all these activities fulfilling
and rewarding which sparked her passion to make life better
for those in need.

As for Ysa’s dream to have a global education, it started
early when she was awarded a partial scholarship by
American Field Services (AFS) to study in Norway as a
Grade 12 student. Ysa gained the opportunity to interact and
communicate with students from different countries while
studying as an exchange student in Molde, and made her
embrace and appreciate diversity and understand the world
more. Her passion to serve others also continued there when
she signed up to be a volunteer for the Norwegian Red Cross.
Not only did she learn how to save people who were trapped
in the mountains but she also tutored migrants and refugees
from Africa and the Middle East who needed help with their
Norwegian and Math classes. She initially found her work
daunting as her Norwegian was still very limited considering
that it was only her second month in Norway. She was
however very much encouraged to accept the challenge every
time her students were overjoyed with their achievements and
thanked her for her patience and kindness.

For her university studies, Ysa was filled with happiness and
gratitude when she received a fully funded scholarship from
KAIST. She believes that KAIST can give her the opportunity

to realize her dream of studying a course that advocates

The 17t Together Day
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clean technology that will help protect and preserve our
environment. Having a competitive and global education from
KAIST will allow her to have a future career that can continue
her advocacy to serve those in need and help make other

people’s lives better.

Food Festival-
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